
Nurturing Sea Fever
              

Captain Blackie Swart and the bursary fund students in St Helena Bay over the March 
holidays for the advanced practical training camp.  Thapelo Moletsane (right) and Sabelo 
Mthimkhulu discoves a way to find North.
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In January of 2018, the General Botha Old Boys’ Association Bursary Fund and National Sea Rescue 
joined forces to pilot a practical training program for maritime students.  Grade 11, 12 and tertiary students 
with NSRI trainers and mentors of the bursary fund aimed for a practical understanding of the theory 
learnt in the classroom at school and university.  

A year or so later and we stand with 10 students who have an advanced practical maritime training and 
perhaps most importantly a passion for the sea.

Over the March school holidays, Grade 11 and 12 students attending Lawhill Maritime Centre and a 
number of cadets of the T.S. Woltemade Sea Cadet unit in Lakeside, joined NSRI trainers, Mr Enrico 
Menezies and Mr Herby Meth in St Helena Bay, Western Cape for an advanced practical training.  The 
bay provided an environment for the students to launch and recover a vessel from the beach and slip way 
at the harbour as well as maneuvering alongside the dock and amongst the fishing vessels.  Practical 
work included knots, chart work, radio work, first aid and cleaning and caring for the vessel.  The students 
learnt how to be part of a team, and how to lead one and, through real life experiences gained those life 
skills that make for a truly sea-ready cadet. 

The senior students have been tasked to accumulate at least 25 hours at the helm before they can qualify 
for their Category E Certificate.  The students will visit NSRI stations along the Cape Town coastline to 
continue this practical training and reach the certification goal.  The grade 10 students, new to the bursary 
fund and Lawhill Maritime Centre, are about to embark on their journey with their NSRI and General Botha 
mentors.  The journey is one that the camera catches most eloquently.  Page on to see for yourself!

Students, mentors and trainers arrived in St Helena Bay on 22 March 2019.  Above is the team.
Dillon Davids, Buren Van Wyk, Neo Thobelo, Mr Enrico Menezies in the back row from the left.  Owami Zuma, Nikita Adams, Mpilo 
Mthwethwa, Sabelo Mthimkhulu, Mrs Nicole Burchell, Mr Herby Meth, Captain Blackie Swart, Tyrick Herwel, Thapleo Moletsane, Apelele 
Ntshinka.
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Apelele Ntshinka, Grade 12 bursary fund student studying a chart.

Click to view video

SSTG

https://youtu.be/BBc4UkjQwqo
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Buren Van Wyk, Grade 11 bursary student at the helm.  His team prepares to recover 
the vessel under the mentorship of Mr Enrico Menezies.
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https://youtu.be/rfiWMDNp7r0
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Nikita Adams, Grade 11 bursary fund student takes the blood pressure of Mpilo Mthwethwa, 
Lawhill Maritime Centre student.  The girls are under the mentorship of Mr Herby Meth.
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https://youtu.be/hIwIrrHMavk
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Mr Enrico Menezies watches on as the students participate in an overboard training exercise.
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Below are the students who prepared and passed the SAMTRA Personal Survival Techniques Course.  The 
NSRI requires that students who participate in the advanced training program have undertaken their PST.

The students who participated and stand in the front row, from left, are Dilon Davids, Lutho Thomas, Mpilo Mthwethwa, Nikita 
Adams, Apelele Ntshinka, Nerissa Sucram, Owami Zuma, Sabelo Mthimkhulu and Tyrick Herwel.  Buren Van Wyk, 
Ngabelwa Nikwe, Zizo Mkalipi, Neo Thobela, Lehlohonolo Magudulela, and Thapelo Moletsane stand behind.  Mr 
Meyer, SAMTRA , presented the course.
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Apelele Ntshinka, who is in matric put into words what the practical training program means to our group 
of students.

My name is Apelele Ntshinka and I am in my final year at STS Lawhill Maritime Centre.  I come from 
Kraaifontein and I am a proud bursary holder of S.A.T.S General Botha Bursary Fund.

Being part of the NSRI training was an amazing experience. For those of us who wish to embark on careers 
in the Maritime industry this was a foot in the door and we got to see how life at sea is all about while having 
fun.

What I truly loved about the camp was how the theoretical side of things balanced out with the practical side 
because after learning about something in class we were then placed in real life situations where we had to 
apply what we had learnt and that’s when we learnt best.

I know I speak for all the students who were there when I say we learnt and accomplished a lot from the 
camp.  It gives me great joy to have been part of this wonderful opportunity.  I hope you will continue 
presenting such opportunities to the younger generation not only for their growth but for the growth of the 
industry and the country as well.  Thank you for all you support.
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Matric students, Apelele Ntshinka and Thapelo Moletsane, represented the bursary fund and its 
students at the General Botha Old Boys’ Association memorial service.  The students laid a wreath 
in memory of the General Botha cadets who lost their lives in past conflicts.  Menelisi Mkhize and 
Avela May, tertiary students at SSTG, as well as SSTG 2018 graduates,  Loyiso Jantjies and Avela 
May also attended the memorial.

Students needing academic support, attended a maths and science workshop facilitated at SSTG 
Milnerton.  Elna de Jager tackled the mathematics, while past student, Nkazimlo Mtshixa, aboard 
Rhino, offered to give back and work through the matric science syllabus with his peers.  Below is 
what Nkazimlo wrote to Captain Nicholas after the workshop.
 
“In my opinion, it was very successful as I managed to do all the work that I wanted to do with them, 
and I identified each individual’s problem and we all managed to reach a conclusion at the end of 
the program that all their problems which they had were resolved.  I also got some very useful notes 
from Mr James which will help them a great deal.  I also did not encounter any difficulties which 
respect or late coming, and they all conducted themselves in a respectful manner towards me. 

Overall I enjoyed my time with them and hope it does make a difference, and I would not mind doing 
it again in the future when I have the time. And thank you very much for giving the opportunity to 
help out with something.”

The bursary fund wishes to thank Andrew Kilmartin of Speciality Metals for sponsoring the tutorials 
and SSTG for allowing the use of the classroom.

SSTG



Smangaliso Dlamini, in his final 
year at DUT and our most senior 
bursary fund student has been 
awarded Sail Africa’s prestigious 
Spirit of Sail Africa award.  He 
has also received his theoretical 
skippers certificate.  He is 
photographed here with his trophy.  
Smanga wears a blue shirt.

Loyiso Jantjies and Nkazimlo 
Mtshixa, Sea Safety Training 
Group (SSTG) graduates of 2018 
have begun their sea time.  Loyiso 
has joined the Red Cedar, while 
Nkazimlo is aboard the Rhino on 
route to Algeria.  Although the adjustment is a process, the students are both enjoying their time 
at sea.  Loyiso comments that he is “coping alright” and that the crew, the majority of whom are 
Filipinos, “show me how to do something when I am not sure.”  Loyiso sent us the picture below.
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We are proud to announce that Talisha 
Chetty, one of the very fist General Botha 
bursary fund students has passed her 
orals and is a qualified Officer Of the 
Watch.  Bravo Zulu Talisha!

Talisha wrote to us to express her gratitude.  
She, like our other past students, stays in 
contact with the bursary fund mentors for 
continued supported and advice. 

“Good day sir, 
After achieving this great milestone, I have 
spent quite an amount of time reminiscing 
over how I got to where I am. Many people 
have provided guidance, encouragement 
and most of all, the opportunities to assist 
me in reaching my goals.
 
Out of all these many people, General 
Botha Old Boys’ Association played a 
tremendous role in my career. Not only for 
the financial assistance, but especially for 
the constant mentoring. It was, and still is, 
an indispensable teaching for me which 
I am entirely grateful for.  Unfortunately, 
there are still mountains left to climb, and 

the next one for me would be finding a vacancy for a navigating officer. I have applied to a few 
companies, most of which are not hiring at this moment.  If you are aware of any job opportunities, 
it would be greatly appreciated if you could send me the details. Assistance in this regard would be 
welcomed as I am still very new to these processes.”

Talisha is not the only student waiting for a berth and in fact it is becoming the norm.  The bursary 
fund continues to strategise and consider how our program can ensure a maritime future for our 
cadets.

The General Botha Old Boys’ Association wishes to thank all of its sponsors and supporters who 
are dedicated to Nurturing Sea Fever.  We wish to acknowledge and thank Phillip, Willeen, Simone 
and Cindy of Siris Vintners for their administrative support, and in particular, the printing of our 
annual report.  We couldn’t have done it without you.

Please contact the administrator to get involved in the Cape Town or Durban Branch activities.  
The Cape Town team are at work preparing for our annual matric tutorials and sea cadet camp in 
Lakeside, Cape Town.  Keep an eye on our facebook page for our news as it happens.  
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Calendar events
14 June  End of term 2
25 June  International day of the seafarer
28 June  GBOBA BF AGM
24 - 30 June  Matric Tutorials
30 June - 8 July Annual Sea Cadet Camp
8 July   Start of term 3
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