
Since the November issue of Nurturing Sea Fever the Covid 19 Pandemic has continued 
to severely impact the lives of all of us, not least of which is the young lives that the 
General Botha Old Boys’ Association Bursary Fund aims to uplift.

THIS ISSUE SHOWCASES WHAT THE BURSARY FUND AND ITS STUDENTS DID 
MANAGE TO ACHIEVE WHILE OBSERVING COVID 19 PROTOCOLS TOWARDS THE 
END OF 2020. The thank you letters received from the students reflect their sincere 
appreciation for all that the Bursary Fund seeks to achieve. None of this would be 
possible without the support of our Corporate Sponsors as well as that of General Botha 
Old Boys’ Association and the Master Mariners. It looks like 2021 will be a year of further 
storms but by battening down the hatches we hope to overcome this one and hopefully 
arrive safely in the calms of 2022l! 

Unfortunately, the start of the school year has already been delayed from 27 January to 
15 February which will impact on the students but by all working together we hope to 
mitigate these challenges.

STUDENT MENTORING NEWS 

LAWHILL MARITIME CENTRE ANNUAL  
GRADE 12 AWARDS CELEBRATION

ONCE AGAIN A 
FANTASTIC EVENT 
WAS HOSTED BY LMC. 

Sadly due to COVID, a 
very limited amount 
of guests were invited. 
The Bursary Fund was 
particularly proud to 
see previously shy 
Nikita Adams be called 
on to deliver a speech 
titled Learning under 
Lockdown. Nerissa and Nikita proudly 

displaying their new laptops.

THIS YEAR THE BURSARY FUND CELEBRATES ITS’ 
10TH ANNIVERSARY. So much has been achieved and so 
many lives changed during the ten years that it has been in 
existence. Thank you to everyone who has made this possible. 

10YEARS

Nikita Adams, Dave Main, Owami Zuma, Simon Pearson,  
Thalia Hock, Tony Nicholas and Buren Van Wyk.



The Bursary Fund was also delighted to be able to 
award two laptops to Nerissa Sucram and Nikita 
Adams. These had kindly been donated to the Bursary 
Fund by Louis Willemse. Nikita and Nerissa were the 
chosen recipients as they had both been through 

the Bursary 
Fund’s rigorous 
Tertiary Bursary 
Application process. 
Unfortunately due  
to limited finances  
as well as the 
preferred education 
institution SSTG no 
longer offering the 
OOW course, no 
Tertiary Bursary will 
be offered in 2021. 

BURSARY FUND GRADE 12 STUDENTS ALL RECEIVED AWARDS:

STUDENT MENTORING NEWS 

Nikita Adams – SAIMENA 2020 
Spirit Award – For proactive, 
positive engagement and 
support to Lawhill staff.

Buren Van Wyk – Society for 
Master Mariners’ (SOMMSA) 
Book Prize for Seamanship.

Owami Zuma – Professor Captain Dr ED Snyders 
Spirit Trophy and Award.

NIKITA 
ADAMS’ 
SPEECH

Nerissa and Nikita proudly 
displaying their new laptops.

Learning under lockdown

I am Nikita Adams a proud General Botha 
Bursary holder. 

During the lockdown period I had to live with 
some family members because the circumstances 
at home did not allow for any privacy or space 
for studying but the family member’s I was at 
took good care of me – along with the Lawhill 
staff and the support from my sponsors. 

Although my primary needs were met, I was still 
faced with the challenge of having to pass my 
most important academic year in 2020 with a 
pandemic and an economic crisis! Wild! And 
it was challenging because I love to learn in a 
formal and controlled environment. I’m aware 
that matric was always going to be difficult 
and with the added stress of “Dear fellow South 
Africans” it is easy to give up!

But this has taught me to endure because this 
lockdown was no pap-en-vleis. It was hardcore 
discipline; discipline to wake up earlier to do all 
that the day requires of you, discipline to reply 
to all the thousands of WhatsApp school group 
chats and discipline to apply yourself. To not sell 
yourself short or to consider all the “what ifs”.

I struggled a lot to adapt to this dramatic and 
very sudden change. I spent hours on the phone 
while my fellow peers tried to share with me 
the bit that they knew. It was very tough – but it 
built bonds and confidence within one another. 
It taught us how to pay extra attention and 
how to prioritise. I think it is safe to say that this 
lockdown has taught us all how to appreciate our 
educators more and the people that care for us. 

So yes, the lockdown was harder on some 
than on others but that does not give you a 
reason to give up because the world is filled 
with opportunities and discoveries waiting to be 
made. And look at us today – having an award 
ceremony! A ceremony to commend those who 
put in the extra little bit of OOMPH. And to those 
not being called onto this stage today you know 
the effort that you have invested in yourself, so be 
proud of it, be proud of yourself. And remember 
that a diamond cannot be a diamond without 
the applied pressure!


